Faculty of Education

The University of Hong Kong

: CESHK
D ERABHEBR

\f@ Comparative Education Research Centre
- FELBREERE

Comparative Education Society of Hong Kong
Annual Conference

February 7-8, 2026
Faculty of Education, The University of Hong Kong

CONFLICT AND COMPARISON: HOW AND WHY DO WE DISAGREE?

PROGRAM AT A GLANCE

Saturday, February 7

13:00-16:30 |Registration Foyer, Rayson Huang Theatre, 1/F
14:00-16:00 |First parallel sessions Rayson Huang & Runme Shaw
16:00-16:30 |Posters and coffee Foyer, Rayson Huang Theatre, 1/F
16:30-17:00 |Conference Opening and AGM  |Rayson Huang Theatre, 1/F
17:00-18:15 |First Keynote Rayson Huang Theatre, 1/F
18:30-20:00 |Conference Reception Café 1951, KK Leung Building, 15/F

Sunday, February 8

8:15-13:00 Registration Foyer, Rayson Huang Theatre, 1/F
9:15-10:45 Second parallel sessions Rayson Huang & Runme Shaw
10:45-11:15 | Posters and coffee Foyer, Rayson Huang Theatre, 1/F
11:15-12:45 | Third parallel sessions Rayson Huang & Runme Shaw
13:00-14:30 |Lunch Ming Pavilion, KK Leung, 14/F
14:30-16:00 | Fourth parallel sessions Rayson Huang & Runme Shaw
16:00-16:30 | Posters and coffee Foyer, Rayson Huang Theatre, 1/F
16:30-17:45 | Second Keynote Rayson Huang Theatre, 1/F
17:45-18:00 | Conference Ending Rayson Huang Theatre, 1/F

CESHK EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Liz Jackson (President), Nutsa Kobakhidze (Vice-President), David Sorrell (Treasurer), Gordon Tsui
(Secretary), Jing Liu (Co-opted Member), and Jeremy Rappleye (Co-opted Member)

CESHK CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
Euan Auld, Paul Campbell, Tina Gao, Yingda Guo, Hugo Horta, Jisun Jung, Chi Ming Lam, Ka Ya
Lee, Yvette Leung, Emily Mang, Renxiang Tang, and Ewan Wright
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Comparative Education Society of Hong Kong (CESHK)

ANNUAL CONFERENCE
ERLBUESE FESHEE

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Professor Liz Jackson
Karen Lo Eugene Chuang Professor in Diversity and Equity
University of Hong Kong

Dear conference delegates,

Welcome to the 2026 Annual Conference of the Comparative
Education Society of Hong Kong (CESHK). Every CESHK
Conference promises something special, and this year is no
different. This year, after the unprecedented success and
popularity of our last Annual Conference where we had
nearly 300 participants join from around the world, we have
decided to provide a more intimate Conference focused on a
narrower theme. Our conference theme - ‘Conflict and
Comparison: How and Why Do We Disagree’ — encourages
us to delve into the serious challenges we face across
societies and why we continue to disagree, as scholars and citizens, about the right ways
forward. Our Keynote ‘duets’ have been particularly designed to help us think about the
nature of disagreement, as they provide dialogues, rather than monologues, of dedicated
scholars reflecting from different perspectives on areas of their expertise in their fields.
In addition to the Keynotes, the Conference includes high-quality panels, parallel
sessions, and posters on a variety of themes relevant to the field of comparative and
international education.

This year’s Conference is co-organized with the University of Hong Kong Faculty of
Education and its Comparative Education Research Centre, as well as the Education
University of Hong Kong Department of Education Policy and Leadership and its Master
of Arts Program in Global Studies in Education. We are pleased that CESHK serves and
represents students and scholars in the field across Hong Kong's higher education, which
has always had a strong traditional focus on comparative and global studies in education.

With three coffee breaks, a sit-down lunch, and an evening reception organized in our
program, this year’s Conference offers all participants a chance to deeply engage with
others, including old friends and new potential collaborators. Please make the most of
your time and enjoy the vibrant environment around CESHK, HKU, and Hong Kong. We
wish you a wonderful conference experience this year!

Liz Jackson
President, Comparative Education Society of Hong Kong



Comparative Education Society of Hong Kong (CESHK)

ANNUAL CONFERENCE
ERLBUESE FEBHEE

MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN OF THE FACULTY OF EDUCATION

Chair Professor Yang Rui
Dean of the Faculty of Education
University of Hong Kong

Dear conference delegates,

Welcome to the 2026 CESHK Annual Conference. This year,
we bring together over 120 scholars from diverse societies,
exemplifying Hong Kong'’s role as a bridge between cultures
and ideas.

Looking ahead, 2026 is marked by a global focus on
technological progress, environmental sustainability, and
international  cooperation-challenges that call for
innovative, harmonious, and inclusive education. China
continues to emphasize national achievement and cultural
pride, while Hong Kong balances its unique identity, economic vitality, and integration
within China.

Our theme, ‘Conflict and Comparison: How and Why Do We Disagree,’ invites us to
explore the productive tensions of disagreement and dialogue. Keynote discussions
will highlight critical perspectives in comparative international education and the
importance of context, critique, and harmony-drawing from Confucian ideals and
contemporary debates.

Organized with our university partners, this conference aims to foster meaningful
exchanges, collaboration, and reflection on shared global and regional challenges.

Hong Kong remains proud to serve as a vibrant hub for cross-cultural dialogue. I
encourage you to engage fully and leave inspired by the diversity and richness of this
gathering.

Wishing you a productive and memorable conference

Yang Rui
Chair Professor and Dean of the Faculty of Education, University of Hong Kong
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Master of Arts
in Global Studies
in Education

MA (GSE)

Programme code:
A1M107 (1 year Full-time)

Medium of Instruction:
English

PROGRAMME FEATURES

* Introduces students to key topics, significant
insights, and major debates and challenges related
to globalization and education

* Explores the interplay between globalization,
global processes, and critical educational
responses

* Opportunities for students to consider global
issues in education, as well as significant global
challenges beyond schools

* Multi-disciplinary and inter-disciplinary in structure
and content

e Focuses on global awareness as a key facet of
educational development and reform in the region
and around the world

REGISTER
ONLINE

. : SCHOLARSHIPS
(@) £ AVAILABLE
PROGRAMME STRUCTURE
4 4
Core + Elective

courses courses

TUITION FEE
0 & 139,040
on-lo de b 800
ENQUIRY



KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Criticality and Context in Comparative International Education N
Prof Karen Pashby, Manchester Metropolitan University, England OPE
Dr Jack Lee, University of Glasgow, Scotland

Chair: Prof Jeremy Rappleye, University of Hong Kong N
Rayson Huang Theatre, February 7, 17:00-18:15 TQLL[‘LZU:

In this dialogue Prof Pashby and Dr Lee will share their personal experiences with
engaging in contentious topics in CIE, will ask one other stimulating and tough questions,
and come together around the importance of placing critique in context. They will speak
both to the deep challenges facing CIE from their perspectives but also to areas of real
possibilities in what they argue can be productive tensions.

Karen Pashby is Professor of Global
Citizenship Education and Lead for Research in
the School of Education at Manchester
Metropolitan University. She was President of
the Comparative and International Education
Society of Canada (2023-2025) and Lead of the
Education and Global Futures Research Group.
A former secondary school educator (in Canada
and Brazil) and experienced teacher educator,
her research combines theoretical and
empirical research with teachers, drawing on postcolonial and decolonial theoretical
resources to identify productive pedagogical tensions in education for global citizenship.
Recent work looks at bridging with environmental and sustainability education through
connecting decolonial concepts with practice. Karen held postdoctoral research positions
at University of Oulu (Finland) and the Centre for Global Citizenship Education and
Research at University of Alberta. Professor Pashby is Docent at University of Helsinki
and Adjunct Professor at University of Alberta.

Jack Lee is the Head of the Department of Higher Education,
Work and Society at the School of Education, University of
Glasgow. He leads this newly formed unit with 28 academics
who specialize in higher education (HE), vocational education,
and comparative and international education. His research
focuses on the politics of HE, internationalization of HE, and
decolonization. He has published on geopolitics, soft power,
transnational education, China’s Belt and Road Initiative,
capacity building and international academic mobility.
Previously, Jack worked for the University of Edinburgh
(Scotland), Bath (England), Nazarbayev (Kazakhstan) and
British Columbia (Canada). Jack is a member of the executive
committee of the British Association for the International and Comparative Education,
co-chair of its 2026 conference in Glasgow (Sep 3-5) and an editorial board member
of Compare. He holds a PhD in Education from OISE at the University of Toronto.




KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Harmony in Education EN
Chair Prof Daniel A. Bell, University of Hong Kong OP

Prof Duck-Joo Kwak, Seoul National University g
Chair: Prof Liz Jackson, University of Hong Kong Lo 1
Rayson Huang Theatre, February 8, 16:30-17:45 p[l Zlé U:

The Confucian ideal of ‘diversity in harmony’ (1) is valued for aesthetic, moral, and
political reasons. It has been illustrated with reference to the realms of music, cooking,
and politics. But what would it mean in an academic context that is supposed to value
truth-seeking above all else? How can ‘diversity in harmony’ help with truth-seeking,
and are there times when truth needs to take a back-seat to harmony?

Daniel A. Bell (B %Z2) is Professor, Chair of Political Theory
with the Faculty of Law at the University of Hong Kong. He
served as Dean of the School of Political Science and Public
Administration at Shandong University (Qingdao) from 2017 to
2022. His books include The Dean of Shandong (2023), Just
Hierarchy (co-authored with Wang Pei, 2020), The China
Model (2015), The Spirit of Cities (co-authored with Avner de-
Shalit, 2012), China’s New Confucianism (2008), Beyond
Liberal Democracy (2007), and East Meets West (2000), all
published by Princeton University Press. He also the author of
Communitarianism and Its Critics (Oxford University Press,
1993). He is founding editor of the Princeton-China series
(Princeton University Press) which translates and publishes influential academic works
from China. His works have been translated into 23 languages. In 2018, he was awarded
the Huilin Prize and was honored as a ‘Cultural Leader’ by the World Economic Forum.

Duck-Joo Kwak is Professor of Philosophy of Education in the Department of Education
at Seoul National University and serves as the Editor-in-Chief of Asia Pacific Education
Review. She was educated in Korea up to her college years,
and then academically trained for her PhD at Teachers College,
Columbia University in the United States. Duck-Joo’s academic
research started with a humanistic tradition of the West
(hermeneutics and existentialism) but now attempts to cover
comparative studies between the West and East on their
humanistic traditions on education (hermeneutics and
Confucianism). Being a long-term member of the Philosophy
of Education Society of Australasia and serving as the
President of Korean Philosophy of Education Society from 2020
to 2021, she is in a good position to see how a comparative
look can be hugely beneficial in searching for a new direction
for future education on this earth. Her publications focus on a new interpretation of
Confucianism for liberal democratic citizenship.
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Taylor & Francis Group

ROUTLEDGE IS PROUD TO BE WORKING WITH THE
COMPARATIVE EDUCATION RESEARCH CENTRETO
PUBLISH THESE TWO SERIES!

CERC Studies in Cémparative
Education Series

The CERC Studies in Comparative Education series is co-published by the
Comparative Education Research Centre (CERC) at the University of Hong Kong
and by Routledge.

The series was established in the Comparative Education Research Centre in
1997. The series aims to strengthen Asian voices in the field while also publishing
some of the best manuscripts globally. The series was thus built around books
written or edited by scholars who include Harold Noah & Max Eckstein, Neville
Postlethwaite, Philip Altbach, Mark Bray, W.O. Lee, Gu Mingyuan, and Ruth
Hayhoe. More recently it has included books by David Chapman, William
Cummings & Gerard Postiglione, Ora Kwo, Carol Chan & Nirmala Rao, and Donald
Holsinger & James Jacob. The quality of the books has ensured that the series is
now widely recognized as a leader in the field not only in Asia but also globally.

__CERC Monographs Series
The CERC Monographs are concise books based on educational research that can
inform educational policy and practice. The books in this series can cover a wide
/ range of topics ranging in length from 23,000 to 40,000 words) including
references. Being concise and systematic, the books offer instructive entry points
with up-to-date information about educational phenomena and debates.

For more information or to submit a proposal for
the series, please scan the QR code, or contact us:

Routledge Editor Kanishka Jangir,
@Kanishka.Jangir@taylorandfrancis.com

Series Editor, Dr. Nutsa Kobakhidze,
@nutsak@hku.hk
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In this book, Dr. Li Jun Q%“ \‘ﬁ‘\\\% %&S

\
reveals how private tutorin " \\S" Q_SQ
entrepreneuers navigate ? “Q\% \\\Qs"“%\\\\\‘
shifting policies, cultural ‘;\\\\ S Y o

intricacies, and market B
pressures to construct \\\‘
meaning and survive within
China's private tutoring
industry—offering a rare
blend of sharp theoretical
insight and vivid human
stories that illuminate the
forces shaping
contemporary education
and entrepreneurship.

Book Launch Panel

Place: Rayson Huang Theatre at HKU
TIME: 11:00-12:30AM, FEB 8TH, 2026
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CONFERENCE LOGISTICS

Travel Planning

The conference is located at the Rayson Huang Theatre at the Main Campus of the
University of Hong Kong, which is easily accessible by public transportation (HKU MTR),
taxi, and Uber. A campus map is provided at the end of this booklet, or you can go to
http://www.maps.hku.hk/.

For tourist information, see https://www.discoverhongkong.com/eng/index.html.

Registration and Book Tables
Registration is at the Foyer of Rayson Huang Theatre.

Campus WiFi
Members of ‘eduroam’ can use the ‘eduroam’ network on campus. Others can use the
‘Wi-Fi.HK via HKU’ network, which requires no login and has limited bandwidth.

Catering

Coffee and tea will be available at the Rayson Huang Theatre foyer. In addition to the
Saturday evening reception, there will also be a lunch on Sunday. Please bring your
name badge to ensure entry. There are a variety of cafes and shops on campus as well.

GUIDELINES FOR PRESENTATIONS

For session abstracts, go to https://www.ceshk.net/2026conference/abstracts.

Presenters

1. Please arrive to the room early to upload your presentation and meet the Chair and
other participants.

2. Bring a memory drive with presentation slides, as downloading from the cloud
requires log in.

3. You may consider bringing printed handouts for the audience.

4. Please keep your presentation on time to ensure everyone gets their equal chance
in the session. Normally, there is time for each presenter to speak for 15-20 minutes,
followed by 5-10 minutes of Q&A. We suggest you discuss the time allocations with
the Chair to ensure everyone receives equal time.

Session Chairs (marked in the program with asterisks)

1. Please arrive to the room before your session starts to meet the participants.

2. Keep presenters on time using the timecards as necessary. Normally, there is time
for each presenter to speak for 15-20 minutes, followed by 5 minutes of Q&A. It
may help to confirm with presenters the time allocations and schedule beforehand.

3. Ensure the session finishes on time and thank the audience for participating.

Posters
Posters can be attached to designated poster board in the foyer during the conference.


http://www.maps.hku.hk/
https://www.discoverhongkong.com/eng/index.html
https://www.ceshk.net/2026conference/abstracts
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